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Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

1 1) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)D All b)D Some * c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2.Q Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3-D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 



Attachments) 

1) S Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

2) O Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

3) £3 Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO/SB/08) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date 4/21/04 & 8/16/05 . 



4) O Interview Summary (PTO-413) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date. . 

5) CD Notice of Informal Patent Application 

6) □ Other: . 



U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 

PTOL-326 (Rev. 08-06) 



Office Action Summary 



Part of Paper NoVMail Date 20070608 



Application/Control Number: 10/829,304 Page 2 

Art Unit: 3609 

DETAILED ACTION 

Election/Restrictions 

1 . Restriction to one of the following inventions is required under 35 U.S.C. 
121: 

I. Claims 1-5, drawn to a method of simulating a vertical post log 
corner, classified in class 52, subclass 748.11. 

II. Claims 6-20, drawn to a system simulating a vertical post log corner 
and a system simulating log construction of a building, classified in 
class 52, subclass 233. 

The inventions are distinct, each from the other because of the following reasons: 

2. Inventions II and I are related as product and process of use. The 
inventions can be shown to be distinct if either or both of the following can be 
shown: (1) the process for using the product as claimed can be practiced with 
another materially different product or (2) the product as claimed can be used in 
a materially different process of using that product. See MPEP § 806.05(h). In 
the instant case the process (Invention I) does not require siding pieces attached 
in a substantially perpendicular direction as in claims 6-16, nor does it require a 
starter nailing strip as in claims 1 7-20. 

3. Because these inventions are independent or distinct for the reasons 
given above and there would be a serious burden on the examiner if restriction is 
not required because the inventions require a different field of search (see MPEP 
§ 808.02), restriction for examination purposes as indicated is proper. 
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4. During a telephone conversation with Mr. John LaBatt on June 5, 2007 a 
provisional election was made with traverse to prosecute the invention of a 
system simulating a vertical post log corner and a system simulating log 
construction of a building, claims 6-20. Affirmation of this election must be made 
by applicant in replying to this Office action. Claims 1-5 are withdrawn from 
further consideration by the examiner, 37 CFR 1 .142(b), as being drawn to a 
non-elected invention. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 1 02 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this 
Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in 
public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in 
the United States. 

6. Claims 6-1 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Heath, Jr. et al. (U.S. Patent 5,694,728). 
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a. Claim 6. Heath (Fig. 2 above) discloses an outer corner log piece 
52 configured to be attached to a first side and second side of an outer 
corner; and a plurality of siding pieces 16 configured to be attached to the 
building adjacent to the outer corner log siding piece and in a substantially 
perpendicular direction to the outer corner log siding piece. 

b. Claim 7. Heath discloses the system of claim 6, wherein each of 
the plurality of siding pieces 16 joins the to the outer corner log siding 
piece (Column 4 Line 59). 

c. Claim 8. Heath discloses the invention, as described previously, 
wherein each of the plurality of siding pieces 16 joins using a slot 32 and 
tab 30 system (See Column 4 3). 
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d. Claim 9. Heath discloses the invention, as described previously, 
wherein the plurality of siding pieces 1 6 comprise one of a plurality of 
straight siding pieces and a plurality of butt corner siding pieces. The 
Heath siding pieces 16 are substantially straight and butt up against the 
outer comer log siding piece (See Fig. 2). 

e. Claim 10. Heath discloses the invention, as described previously, 
wherein the plurality of siding pieces 16 and the outer corner log siding 
piece 50 includes a rounded exterior side 52 & 18 (Fig. 2). 

f. Claim 11. Heath discloses the invention, as described previously, 
wherein each of the plurality of siding pieces and the outer corner log 
siding piece includes an interior bracing. Under the broad limitation of 
"interior bracing," the Heath reference includes siding pieces with an inner 
wall (i.e. Fig. 2B Ref. 2D), which, in effect, is an interior bracing. 
Furthermore, the nailing strip of the siding pieces and the outer corner log 
siding piece may also be construed as "interior bracing," especially since 
when the system is assembled, the strips are hidden from view. 

g. Claim 12. Heath discloses the invention, as described previously, 
wherein the plurality of siding pieces 16 includes a downward sloped 
ledge 1 & 2 on a first outer edge and a second outer edge (Modified Fig. 
2B). 

h. Claim 13. Heath discloses the invention, as described, previously, 
wherein the plurality of siding pieces 16 includes a nailing strip 26 
proximate a first outer edge (Fig. 2 & 2B). 
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i. Claim 14. Heath discloses the invention, as described previously, 
wherein the plurality of siding pieces 16 further includes a barb 34, 
wherein the barb is configured in such a way that it may be inserted 
between the nailing strip 26 of an adjacent siding piece and the building 
(Fig. 2 & 2B). 

j. Claim 15. Heath discloses the invention, as described previously, 
wherein the top of nailing strip 26 angles away from the structure when so 
attached. As the nailing strip 26 extends toward the tab 30, defined as the 
"top," the strip 26 angles away from the mounting surface resulting in a 
void between the siding piece 16 and mounting surface (See Fig. 2B). 
k. Claim 16. Heath discloses the invention, as described previously, 
further comprising a starter nailing strip (See Column 4 If 6). 
I. Claim 17. Heath discloses a system for simulating a log 
construction of a building, including: a plurality of straight siding pieces 
16; a starter nailing strip (See Column 4 U 6); a channel siding piece (See 
Column 5 9); and a means for simulating a vertical post log 50. 
m. Claim 18. Heath discloses the invention, as described previously, 
including each of the plurality of straight siding pieces having: a rounded 
exterior side 18 (Fig. 2); an interior bracing (See Claim 1 1 rejection); a 
sloped ledge on each outer edge 1 & 2 (Fig. 2B); a nailing strip proximate 
a first outer edge 26; and a barb 34 proximate a second outer edge. 

Heath teaches the system installed on a building (Column 2 Line 
52) and the sloped ledges 1 & 2 (Fig. 2B) downwardly sloped. 
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Furthermore, the system of Heath may be installed in such a way that the 
barb 34 is between the building and an adjacent siding piece or starter 
nailing strip (e.g. nailing strip 26 inserted within slot 32). 
n. Claim 19. Heath discloses the invention, as described previously, 
including the outer corner log siding piece having: a rounded exterior side 
52; an interior bracing (See Claim 1 1 rejection); a notch (the space 
between nailing strips 60 opposite the rounded exterior side 52); and a 
plurality of side supports 64 that attach the notch to the rounded exterior 
side 52 (Fig. 2). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

7. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described 
as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to 
be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which 
said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 

8. Claim 20 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Heath, Jr. et al. (U.S. Patent 5,694,728) in view of Hoffner (U.S. Patent 
5,586,422). 

o. Claim 20. Heath discloses the invention, as described previously, 
except a pass corner siding piece configured to extend beyond the outer 
corner. Hoffner discloses a simulated log siding including a pass comer 
siding piece 40 (Column 3 U 5) to further contribute to the illusion that the 
building is constructed from actual wooden logs. Thus it would have been 
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obvious to one skilled in the art, at the time the invention was made, to 
modify the Heath log siding system with the pass corner siding piece 
taught by Hoffner to further contribute to the illusion that the building is 
constructed from actual wooden logs. 

Conclusion 

9. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. K.M.Hyland et al. (U.S. Patent 1,655,701) cabin siding 
system, Woolems et al. (U.S. Patent 5,423,153), Hovland (U.S. Patent 
5,638,649), Kern (U.S. Patent 6,647,687). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Bryan Eppes whose telephone number is 
(571) 270-3109. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F; alt. Fri. off 
(7:30am-5pm EST.). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Vic Batson can be reached on (571) 272-6987. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service 
Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800-786- 
9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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Supervisory Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 3600 
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